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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question occurs 
on the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Susan Paradise 
Baxter, of Pennsylvania, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Paradise Baxter nomi-
nation? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question occurs 
on the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Nancy E. 
Brasel, of Minnesota, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Minnesota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Brasel nomination? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOHN MCCAIN 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
have been watching as Senators have 
come to the floor over the past couple 
days to pay tribute to John McCain, to 
share their stories, and to reflect on a 
full life of service to his country. 

I have known John McCain for 25 
years, not as long as some of my col-

leagues, but long enough to take the 
measure of the man and to appreciate 
his dedication to his family, to the U.S. 
military, to the Senate, to Arizona, 
and to the Nation. 

He was a statesman and a global cit-
izen, and our loss is all the deeper be-
cause we are living in a time where 
people like John are in short supply. 

Like many others, I had my disagree-
ments with John and found myself on 
the wrong end of his temper, but more 
often, I saw him as a man of ideals and 
a man who stood up for what he be-
lieved in. 

For me, nowhere was this as strong 
and clear as on the issue of torture, 
and I wanted to talk a little bit about 
that today and really to share my ap-
preciation for him. 

It was June 2013, and John McCain 
and I were visiting Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, to see the detention facilities 
that had been hastily put together 
after the invasion of Afghanistan in 
September 2001. It was a hot, sunny, 
sultry day. We had toured the base, re-
ceived briefings and boxed lunches 
from the commander, and looked at 
three separate detention facilities. 

It was clear that the officers and en-
listed personnel were working under 
difficult conditions, dealing with 
enemy combatants with little contact 
with the outside world and no sense of 
what would happen to them. 

John McCain, as always, praised the 
troops for their service and took what-
ever time was required to take pictures 
with them, but he, like me and like 
Presidents Bush and Obama, had called 
for Guantanamo to shut down. 

I remember we were flying home on 
the last flight of the day—after two 
boat rides, after seeing the facility 
where forced intubations were done to 
feed hunger-striking detainees, and 
after hearing about the daily infrac-
tions committed by the detainees 
against the guards. 

The conversation turned to the con-
ditions of detention we had just seen 
and the detainees being held at Naval 
Station Guantanamo Bay. 

John opened up about his years in 
the Navy and his time as a prisoner of 
war. 

I learned for the first time the depth 
and breadth of his suffering, but also 
his perseverance and his intensity. 

John told us about his years as a cap-
tive in Hanoi and how one of the things 
he and his fellow prisoners did was 
work out a tap code, similar to Morse 
code. 

They tapped on walls, day after day, 
year after year. They tapped out mes-
sages. I read earlier this week of an ac-
count of tapping out poems that other 
POWs had learned in school. 

So there we were on that airplane, 
flying to Washington from Guanta-
namo Bay, and John starts tapping, 
speaking using his code. After all those 
years, he could still use the tap code 
like second nature. 

John was unusual, but in a very good 
way. 

As the son and grandson of admirals, 
John was born and bred in military 
tradition and the ideals of public serv-
ice. He worried that he wouldn’t live up 
to his family’s traditions or expecta-
tions. John often joked about how bad 
of a student he was at Annapolis, but 
even though his father was an admiral 
and he could have used the help, John 
never sought nor accepted special 
treatment. 

John was brutalized. Although both 
arms and a leg were broken in a plane 
crash in Vietnam, he received no med-
ical treatment. His torturers regularly 
beat him, rebreaking one arm and 
cracking his ribs. He was held in soli-
tary confinement for years, in un-
imaginable conditions. 

When the North Vietnamese offered 
to release John early, he refused. Other 
servicemen had been in custody longer, 
and he wasn’t going to allow his father 
and his grandfather’s position to bring 
him special favor. 

But John was able to emerge from 
that hell with a sense of humor and 
such an amazing strength of purpose. 
How he did so is simply remarkable. 

I knew John for decades, but it was 
just in the last 5 years that I worked 
particularly close with him on the 
issue of torture. 

He was already recognized in the 
Senate as the leader on torture issues, 
having recently authored the Detainee 
Treatment Act and important amend-
ments to the Military Commissions 
Act to ban cruel, inhuman, and degrad-
ing treatment or punishment during 
the Bush administration. 

Starting in 2009, the Intelligence 
Committee began work on what ended 
up being a 7,000-page report on the CIA 
detention and interrogation program 
after 9/11. 

By the time we were finishing the re-
port, John was chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee. 

As an ex officio member of the Intel-
ligence Committee, he was aware of 
what our investigation had found, and 
he knew how controversial our findings 
would be. Nonetheless, he approached 
me and said he wanted to help. To say 
I was grateful would be an understate-
ment. 

John had an innate and immutable 
sense of what was right. More to the 
point, he knew from personal experi-
ence what torture can do, and he knew 
that torture doesn’t work to elicit ac-
curate information. It is wrong, and we 
shouldn’t practice it. 

I remember the day we released the 
report. I spoke on the floor about the 
report and everything we found, but no 
one could match the eloquence of John, 
who spoke immediately after me. I was 
so grateful to have a friend and a part-
ner, literally standing across the aisle 
on that day. 

Here is what he said about the use of 
torture: ‘‘I know from personal experi-
ence that the abuse of prisoners will 
produce more bad than good intel-
ligence. 

‘‘I know victims of torture will offer 
intentionally misleading information if 
they think their captors will believe it. 
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‘‘I know they will say whatever they 

think their torturers want them to say 
if they believe it will stop their suf-
fering. 

‘‘Most of all, I know the use of tor-
ture compromises that which most dis-
tinguishes us from our enemies—our 
belief that all people, even captured en-
emies, possess basic human rights 
which are protected by international 
conventions the United States not only 
joined but for the most part authored.’’ 

There was no better spokesman 
against torture or for the report. When 
John McCain spoke on this floor in 
support of this report, people took no-
tice and paid attention. 

It wasn’t just John’s experience that 
made him so powerful on this subject. 
You could tell that he wholeheartedly 
believed what he was saying. 

Here is how John wrapped up his re-
marks that day: ‘‘We have made our 
way in this often dangerous and cruel 
world not by just strictly pursuing our 
geopolitical interests, but by exem-
plifying our political values and influ-
encing other nations to embrace them. 

‘‘When we fight to defend our secu-
rity, we fight also for an idea—not for 
a tribe or a twisted interpretation of 
an ancient religion or for a King—but 
for an idea that all men are endowed by 
the Creator with inalienable rights. 

‘‘How much safer the world would be 
if all nations believed the same. How 
much more dangerous it can become 
when we forget it ourselves, even mo-
mentarily.’’ 

I ask unanimous consent that Sen-
ator McCain’s remarks from December 
9, 2014, be printed in the Record imme-
diately following my remarks. 

Of course, John also didn’t just talk 
about those issues that he cared deeply 
about; he also acted. 

We knew the report would shine a 
light on what the CIA had done, but it 
didn’t do anything concrete to make 
sure this would never happen again. 

John knew how the prior White 
House and Department of Justice had 
concocted twisted legal analyses that 
said techniques like stress positions, 
sleep deprivation, and waterboarding 
did not violate existing law. He had al-
ready passed legislation to prevent 
abuses by the Department of Defense, 
going back to the Detainee Treatment 
Act of 2005. 

The Office of Legal Counsel in 2002 
had given the legal approval to the 
CIA, even though laws were already on 
the books that clearly prohibited these 
acts. 

U.S. domestic law already banned the 
use of torture, which it defined as ‘‘an 
act committed by a person acting 
under the color of law specifically in-
tended to inflict severe physical or 
mental pain or suffering (other than 
pain or suffering incidental to lawful 
sanctions) upon another person within 
his custody or physical control.’’ 

The United States was and remains a 
signatory to the Geneva Conventions 
and the Convention Against Torture, 
which similarly banned torture, as well 

as cruel, inhuman, and degrading treat-
ment and punishment. 

Nonetheless, the CIA had developed— 
through the use of two contractors, so- 
called enhanced interrogation tech-
niques, and the Department of Justice 
had said they were acceptable. 

John believed, as did I, that if law-
yers could find legal loopholes to allow 
the CIA to waterboard people in its 
custody, then the laws needed to be 
tightened. 

We came up with a simple fix to 
make the law explicit and crystal 
clear. In an amendment that John 
sponsored to the defense authorization 
bill, we applied the restrictions of the 
Army Field Manual across the govern-
ment, including to the CIA. 

This manual not only bans specific 
interrogation techniques; it lays out 
those techniques that are authorized 
for use. Never again could a DOJ law-
yer or a CIA interrogator mistake what 
was lawful from what was not. 

The amendment also mandated that 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross be allowed access to all de-
tainees in U.S. custody, thereby ending 
the possibility of secret, undisclosed 
detention. 

With his leadership, the amendment 
passed by a strong 78–21 vote, so that 
torture and cruel and degrading treat-
ment will never be allowed. 

Of course, John was prolific during 
his years in the Senate, and many Sen-
ators have spoken about other aspects 
of his work. 

He traveled the world as a champion 
for democracy, visiting countries like 
Syria and Ukraine and doing all he 
could to improve the lives of millions. 

He was a critical player in the proc-
ess to restart diplomatic relations with 
Vietnam. 

John was never afraid to reach across 
the aisle, most notably when he joined 
with Russ Feingold on campaign fi-
nance reform legislation. 

John had a firm sense of right and 
wrong, and you saw that every day in 
the issues he worked on. 

John McCain’s life was one of 
strength and of commitment. He was a 
great patriot and a fine, fine U.S. Sen-
ator. He worked for this country to 
better it for 60 years. That is a pretty 
good record, and I am thankful for the 
opportunity to have known him and 
worked with him. 

To Cindy and the rest of John’s fam-
ily, my heart goes out to you, but rest 
well knowing that you had a great man 
in your lives. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN FLOOR REMARKS— 
DECEMBER 9, 2014 

Madam President, I wish to begin by ex-
pressing my appreciation and admiration to 
the personnel who serve in our intelligence 
agencies, including the CIA, who are out 
there every day defending our Nation. 

I have read the executive summary and I 
also have been briefed on the entirety of this 
report. I rise in support of the release—the 
long-delayed releasea—of the Senate Intel-

ligence Committee’s summarized unclassi-
fied review of the so-called enhanced interro-
gation techniques that were employed by the 
previous administration to extract informa-
tion from captured terrorists. It is a thor-
ough and thoughtful study of practices that 
I believe not only failed their purpose to se-
cure actionable intelligence to prevent fur-
ther attacks on the United States and our al-
lies, but actually damaged our security in-
terests as well as our reputation as a force 
for good in the world. 

I believe the American people have a 
right—indeed a responsibility—to know what 
was done in their name, how these practices 
did or did not serve our interests, and how 
they comported with our most important 
values. 

I commend Chairwoman Feinstein and her 
staff for their diligence in seeking a truthful 
accounting of policies I hope we will never 
resort to again. I thank them for persevering 
against persistent opposition from many 
members of the intelligence community, 
from officials in two administrations, and 
from some of our colleagues. 

The truth is sometimes a hard pill to swal-
low. It sometimes causes us difficulties at 
home and abroad. It is sometimes used by 
our enemies in attempts to hurt us. But the 
American people are entitled to it nonethe-
less. They must know when the values that 
define our Nation are intentionally dis-
regarded by our security policies, even those 
policies that are conducted in secret. They 
must be able to make informed judgments 
about whether those policies and the per-
sonnel who supported them were justified in 
compromising our values, whether they 
served a greater good, or whether, as I be-
lieve, they stained our national honor much 
harm, and little practical good. 

What were the policies? What was their 
purpose? Did they achieve it? Did they make 
us safer, less safe, or did they make no dif-
ference? What did they gain us? What did 
they cost us? 

What did they gain us? What did they cost 
us? The American people need the answers to 
these questions. Yes, some things must be 
kept from public disclosure to protect clan-
destine operations, sources, and methods, 
but not the answers to these questions. By 
providing them, the committee has empow-
ered the American people to come to their 
own decisions about whether we should have 
employed such practices in the past and 
whether we should consider permitting them 
in the future. 

This report strengthens self-government 
and ultimately, I believe, American security 
and stature in the world. I thank the com-
mittee for that valuable public service. 

I have long believed some of these prac-
tices amounted to torture as a reasonable 
person would define it, especially but not 
only the practice of waterboarding, which is 
a mock execution and an exquisite form of 
torture. Its use was shameful and unneces-
sary, and, contrary to assertions made by 
some of its defenders and as the committee’s 
report makes clear, it produced little useful 
intelligence to help us track down the per-
petrators of 9/11 or prevent new attacks and 
atrocities. 

I know from personal experience that the 
abuse of prisoners will produce more bad 
than good intelligence. I know victims of 
torture will offer intentionally misleading 
information if they think their captors will 
believe it. I know they will say whatever 
they think their torturers want them to say 
if they believe it will stop their suffering. 
Most of all, I know the use of torture com-
promises that which most distinguishes us 
from our enemies—our belief that all people, 
even captured enemies, possess basic human 
rights which are protected by international 
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conventions the United States not only 
joined but for the most part authored. 

I know too that bad things happen in war. 
I know that in war good people can feel 
obliged for good reasons to do things they 
would normally object to and recoil from. I 
understand the reasons that governed the de-
cision to resort to these interrogation meth-
ods, and I know that those who approved 
them and those who used them were dedi-
cated to securing justice for victims of ter-
rorist attacks and to protecting Americans 
from further harm. I know their responsibil-
ities were grave and urgent and the strain of 
their duty was onerous. I respect their dedi-
cation, and I appreciate their dilemma. But 
I dispute wholeheartedly that it was right 
for them to use these methods which this re-
port makes clear were neither in the best in-
terests of justice, nor our security, nor the 
ideals we have sacrificed so much blood and 
treasure to defend. 

The knowledge of torture’s dubious effi-
cacy and my moral objection to the abuse of 
prisoners motivated my sponsorship of the 
Detainee Treatment Act of 2005, which pro-
hibits ‘‘cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment’’ of captured combatants, whether they 
wear a nation’s uniform or not, and which 
passed the Senate by a vote of 90 to 9. 

Subsequently, I successfully offered 
amendments to the Military Commissions 
Act of 2006, which, among other things, pre-
vented the attempt to weaken Common Arti-
cle 3 of the Geneva Conventions and broad-
ened definitions in the War Crimes Act to 
make the future use of waterboarding and 
other ‘‘enhanced interrogation techniques’’ 
punishable as war crimes. 

There was considerable misinformation 
disseminated then about what was and 
wasn’t achieved using these methods in an 
effort to discourage support for the legisla-
tion. There was a good amount of misin-
formation used in 2011 to credit the use of 
these methods with the death of Osama bin 
Laden. And there is, I fear, misinformation 
being used today to prevent the release of 
this report, disputing its findings and warn-
ing about the security consequences of their 
public disclosure. 

Will the report’s release cause outrage that 
leads to violence in some parts of the Muslim 
world? Yes, I suppose that is possible and 
perhaps likely. Sadly, violence needs little 
incentive in some quarters of the world 
today. But that doesn’t mean we will be tell-
ing the world something it will be shocked to 
learn. The entire world already knows we 
waterboarded prisoners. It knows we sub-
jected prisoners to various other types of de-
grading treatment. It knows we used black 
sites, secret prisons. Those practices haven’t 
been a secret for a decade. Terrorists might 
use the report’s reidentification of the prac-
tices as an excuse to attack Americans, but 
they hardly need an excuse for that. That 
has been their life’s calling for a while now. 

What might come as a surprise not just to 
our enemies but to many Americans is how 
little these practices did aid our efforts to 
bring 9/11 culprits to justice and to find and 
prevent terrorist attacks today and tomor-
row. That could be a real surprise since it 
contradicts the many assurances provided by 
intelligence officials on the record and in 
private that enhanced interrogation tech-
niques were indispensable in the war against 
terrorism. And I suspect the objection of 
those same officials to the release of this re-
port is really focused on that disclosure— 
torture’s ineffectiveness—because we gave 
up much in the expectation that torture 
would make us safer—too much. 

Obviously, we need intelligence to defeat 
our enemies, but we need reliable intel-
ligence. Torture produces more misleading 
information than actionable intelligence. 

And what the advocates of harsh and cruel 
interrogation methods have never estab-
lished is that we couldn’t have gathered as 
good or more reliable intelligence from using 
humane methods. 

The most important lead we got in the 
search for bin Laden came from using con-
ventional interrogation methods. I think it 
is an insult to the many intelligence officers 
who have acquired good intelligence without 
hurting or degrading prisoners to assert that 
we can’t win these wars without such meth-
ods. Yes, we can and we will. 

But in the end torture’s failure to serve its 
intended purpose isn’t the main reason to op-
pose its use. I have often said and I will al-
ways maintain that this question isn’t about 
our enemies; it is about us. It is about who 
we were, who are, and who we aspire to be. It 
is about how we represent ourselves to the 
world. 

We have made our way in this often dan-
gerous and cruel world not by just strictly 
pursuing our geopolitical interests but by ex-
emplifying our political values and influ-
encing other nations to embrace them. When 
we fight to defend our security, we fight also 
for an idea—not for a tribe or a twisted in-
terpretation of an ancient religion or for a 
King but for an idea that all men are en-
dowed by the Creator with inalienable 
rights. How much safer the world would be if 
all nations believed the same. How much 
more dangerous it can become when we for-
get it ourselves, even momentarily. 

Our enemies act without conscience. We 
must not. This executive summary of the 
committee’s report makes clear that acting 
without conscience isn’t necessary. It isn’t 
even helpful in winning this strange and long 
war we are fighting. We should be grateful to 
have that truth affirmed. 

Now, let us reassert the contrary propo-
sition: that is it essential to our success in 
this war that we ask those who fight it for us 
to remember at all times that they are de-
fending a sacred ideal of how nations should 
be governed and conduct their relations with 
others—even our enemies. 

Those of us who give them this duty are 
obliged by history, by our Nation’s highest 
ideals and the many terrible sacrifices made 
to protect them, by our respect for human 
dignity, to make clear we need not risk our 
national honor to prevail in this or any war. 
We need only remember in the worst of 
times, through the chaos and terror of war, 
when facing cruelty, suffering, and loss, that 
we are always Americans and different, 
stronger, and better than those who would 
destroy us. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today I 
would like to honor the late Senator 
John McCain. I appreciate having this 
opportunity to celebrate the life and 
accomplishments of John McCain and 
to mourn him as he has lost his battle 
with cancer. His loss will be deeply felt 
by all of us here in the Senate, not 
only by those of us who served with 
him, but also by the many staff and in-
dividuals he has worked with over 
time. 

Senator McCain was a true patriot 
who dedicated his life to serving oth-
ers. His dedication to his country and 
its defense was unmatched. After grad-
uating from the Naval Academy, he 
served for two decades in the Navy. He 
was tested as only few men ever are 
after his plane crashed in Vietnam. He 
showed incredible resilience and moral 
fortitude during his time as a prisoner 
of war. After leaving the Navy, he rep-

resented the great State of Arizona in 
Congress for 35 years, first in the House 
and later in the Senate. His sense of 
duty, loyalty, honor, and compassion 
were bedrock strong and served to 
guide him in his long career of public 
service. 

He rightfully earned his Maverick 
moniker during his long public career 
with his iron strength of will to stand 
up and fight for what he believed was 
right, no matter the political con-
sequences. He was renowned for his 
support of the military. John showed 
unwavering support to freedom, democ-
racy, and the country he loved. He 
found it in himself to push to reopen 
ties to Vietnam, believing that was 
how we could begin to heal the wounds 
of war. He was a lively speaker, a 
straight talker, and a prodigious lead-
er, but more than that, he was a good 
man. 1 had the opportunity to work 
with John on several pieces of legisla-
tion over time, and every time, I was 
impressed with his ability to cut right 
to the heart of an issue. He always put 
what he thought would be best for his 
constituents and America above any 
political concerns or niceties. He was 
passionate throughout his long years of 
service to the people of Arizona. 

John was a man of faith. He had a 
quiet faith, one that was beyond simple 
expression. It meant, when he did 
speak of his faith, it made it that much 
more impactful. He once recounted how 
it was his faith in God, faith in his fel-
low prisoners, and faith in his country 
that helped him make it through his 
time as a prisoner of war in Vietnam. 
In an interview John gave in 2008, he 
shared what it meant to him to be a 
Christian, ‘‘It means I’m saved and for-
given.’’ During that same interview, he 
mentioned a guard at that prisoner of 
war camp in Vietnam who shared his 
faith one Christmas. ‘‘He stood there 
for a minute, and with his sandal on 
the dirt in the courtyard, he drew a 
cross and he stood there, and a minute 
later, he rubbed it out, and walked 
away. For a minute there, there were 
just two Christians worshipping to-
gether.’’ His moral compass was guided 
strongly by his faith in God, and it 
meant that he always did what he 
thought was right, rather than doing 
what was easy. I know that his quiet 
devotion and many of his other quali-
ties earned him respect from Members 
on both sides of the aisle. 

While America is remembering a war 
hero, veteran, Senator, and Presi-
dential candidate, his family is remem-
bering a husband, a father, a brother 
and experiencing a world that seems 
incomplete without him in it. My wife 
Diana and I send our thoughts and 
deepest prayers to his wife Cindy and 
the entire McCain family, as we mourn 
the passing of an American hero. 

How can I adequately praise the life 
of a man who has had such a long and 
storied career, one with so many ac-
complishments? In an interview, John 
talked about how he would want to be 
remembered. He wanted people to re-
member him as a guy who ‘‘served his 
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country.’’ I intend to do just that. John 
McCain served his country. He served 
it well. America will never forget that 
service. 

Thank you. God bless you. May you 
find peace. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor to today to pay trib-
ute to an American hero, a beloved col-
league, and a friend, a man who lived a 
life that embodied service, sacrifice, 
and statesmanship, a patriot whose 
presence here in the U.S. Senate will be 
sorely missed for years to come but 
whose legacy will last for generations. 

As so many of my colleagues have 
said in recent days, you never forget 
your first time meeting Senator John 
McCain. For me, it was early 2006, 
when I was appointed to the U.S. Sen-
ate and in the midst of my campaign 
for a full term that November. Natu-
rally, I wanted to establish a record 
that could show I was an effective Sen-
ator. I had submitted an amendment to 
the budget aimed at reducing the bur-
den on New Jersey taxpayers, and 
while the Republican majority wasn’t 
thrilled I was the one putting it for-
ward at the time, it had strong bipar-
tisan support. It could have easily 
passed with a voice vote but I wanted 
to get my colleagues on the record. I 
wanted a rollcall vote, so that is what 
I requested. 

Shortly thereafter, Senator John 
McCain came barreling towards me on 
the floor, calling me out. ‘‘Bob, you are 
a jerk!’’ he said. 

I was taken aback. We weren’t on a 
first-name basis back then. ‘‘Senator,’’ 
I said, ‘‘what is the problem?’’ 

‘‘This didn’t need a roll call vote. 
That makes you a jerk!’’ 

Well, at that point, the Hudson Coun-
ty in me kicked in, and I fired back 
with some language I think is best left 
out of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Senator McCain stormed off, leaving 
me bewildered. Wasn’t this supposed to 
be the world’s greatest deliberative 
body? 

I walked over to minority leader 
Harry Reid to ask what that was all 
about. ‘‘Welcome to the Senate, that’s 
John McCain,’’ he said. 

Apparently, John had a foreign trip 
scheduled, and he was anxious to leave 
Washington, so my rollcall vote was a 
kink in his schedule. 

Later, when I retold the story to my 
friend Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM, he 
said, ‘‘Good for you for standing up to 
him, Bob. You earned his respect.’’ 

I share this story today not as an ex-
ample of John McCain’s temper—which 
he was well known for, along with his 
biting wit, of course—I share it for two 
reasons. First, it is a reminder that 
John admired people willing to stand 
their ground, not out of stubbornness 
or rigid partisanship but out of prin-
ciple. He respected people for the 
strength of their convictions. 

The second reason I tell this story is 
because it is a reminder that, to John 
McCain, being a U.S. Senator was 
about more than passing laws. It was 

about championing American values 
around the world. Whether he was trav-
eling abroad to meet with our troops or 
foreign heads of state, Senator McCain 
never hesitated to stand up for Amer-
ican ideals of democracy, human 
rights, and freedom on the global 
stage. 

Yes, he was a relentless advocate for 
the American military, but he ulti-
mately believed that our Nation’s 
strength came not just from the might 
of our military but the power of our 
ideals. I saw Senator McCain’s commit-
ment to those ideals up close back 
when I served as chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee, dur-
ing which he was a member. 

Russia, which had opposed Ukranian 
independence from the moment it was 
declared in 1991, had invaded the sov-
ereign nation of Ukraine and illegally 
annexed Crimea. John and I both un-
derstood then that Putin’s annexation 
of Crimea wasn’t about a territorial 
dispute. It was a about exerting Rus-
sia’s geopolitical power and under-
mining the liberal international order 
the United States helped build in the 
aftermath of World War II and worked 
to strengthen throughout the chal-
lenges of the Cold War. 

John was instrumental in crafting 
and passing the package of sanctions 
we put forward to counter Russian ag-
gression and promote the interests of 
the Ukrainian people in their ongoing 
struggle for sovereignty and freedom. 
He understood better than anyone that 
we had to stand on the side of the 
Ukrainian people, not just because of 
Russia’s hostile takeover of Crimea, 
but for the Kremlin’s years of inter-
ference in Ukraine, from its 
cyberattacks on Ukrainian infrastruc-
ture to its deliberate efforts to manipu-
late and corrupt its democratic proc-
ess. 

I will never forget his support and 
counsel as we worked to pass the 
Ukraine Freedom Support Act in the 
months that followed, a piece of legis-
lation that made crystal clear Amer-
ica’s unwavering support for the people 
of Ukraine and their right to sovereign 
self-determination, democracy, terri-
torial integrity, and freedom. 

Senator McCain believed that, as 
Americans, we have a responsibility to 
support all people in their struggle 
against tyranny, to stand up for human 
dignity against those who deny it, and 
to share American ideals like freedom, 
democracy, and human rights around 
the world, bringing hope to the hope-
less and light to the darkest corners of 
the Earth. Perhaps that is because 
John himself spent so many years in 
one of the Earth’s darkest corners, as a 
prisoner of war in Vietnam. His com-
mitment to country was tested in ways 
that few of us can imagine—the pain he 
suffered, the torture he endured, the 
faith he kept. There is no question in 
my mind that John’s time spent as a 
prisoner of war shaped him as a legis-
lator and not just with respect to for-
eign policy. He may have been a 

staunch Republican, but he never 
treated his Democratic colleagues as if 
they were evil, perhaps because he had 
seen real evil. Disagreeing on the 
issues didn’t make us enemies, because 
we were all Americans. 

Some have accused Senator McCain 
of abandoning his conservatism when-
ever he sought common ground. Those 
accusations are foolish. Take it from 
me as a Member of the bipartisan Gang 
of 8 who worked on historic immigra-
tion reforms back in 2013. When I en-
tered those negotiations, I did so with 
a healthy dose of skepticism towards 
Senator McCain, and I imagine he did 
so with me same way. After all, I was 
the Hispanic Democrat from New Jer-
sey who never hesitated to voice my 
problems with the McCain-Kennedy 
immigration negotiations of 2007 loud-
ly and clearly. 

It is easy to demonize the other side 
from afar, but when you sit in a room 
with someone for probably 100 hours of 
negotiations, as I did with Senator 
McCain, you begin to lift, ever slowly, 
the veil of distrust between you. You 
soon realize there is far more that 
unites you as Americans than divides 
you as partisans. 

John never relented in his commit-
ment to border security, just as I never 
relented in my commitment to bring-
ing the undocumented out of the shad-
ows and towards a path to citizenship. 
We disagreed pretty much constantly; 
yet we built trust. We engaged in the 
give-and-take of compromise, and we 
emerged from the Gang of 8 negotia-
tions with a compassionate and com-
prehensive immigration reform bill 
that ultimately passed the Senate with 
a bipartisan supermajority. 

That historic legislation never re-
ceived a vote in the House of Rep-
resentatives, but I remain as com-
mitted as ever to the cause of com-
prehensive immigration reform; reform 
built on mutual trust and good-faith 
compromise, on both pragmatism and 
idealism, and on a shared commitment 
to solving the greatest challenges of 
our time. 

John McCain wasn’t perfect. No one 
is. John McCain made mistakes. We all 
do. But what made him a giant of the 
Senate, in my opinion, was his willing-
ness to put country over party and pa-
triotism over partisanship. 

In recent days, there has been a lot of 
discussion about what would be a fit-
ting tribute to Senator John McCain. I 
would certainly name a building in his 
honor and hope we do, but I don’t think 
we should stop there. I believe it would 
be a great tribute to Senator John 
McCain if all of us here in this body 
strived to look at each other through 
his lens. We are humble servants for 
something far greater and bigger than 
ourselves. We are bestowed by the 
American people an opportunity to 
make an imperfect nation even better, 
and we are far more likely to succeed 
at that mission when we can rise above 
the politics of division, look beyond 
the news cycle, and work relentlessly 
toward common cause. 
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Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, 

today I wish to recognize the extraor-
dinary life of my friend, colleague, and 
role model, Senator John McCain. 

Senator McCain lived a life of super-
latives. He was a war hero whose con-
duct in the face of unimaginable adver-
sity spoke to the very essence of who 
he was as a man. He was a consummate 
statesman, who spent a career in public 
service working to foster consensus on 
the most intractable and important 
problems facing our Nation. He was a 
gentleman of the highest caliber, who 
understood that, although we may dis-
cuss, argue, and disagree, our common 
bond as Americans is stronger than the 
passing tempest of political debate. 

The measure of a man like Senator 
McCain can be seen in the outpouring 
of sympathy from friends and col-
leagues across the political spectrum. 
He spoke his mind, and more impor-
tantly, he spoke his conscience. He was 
never afraid to tell those in power they 
were wrong and those suffering injus-
tice that the United States of America 
would not abandon them. His commit-
ment to doing what was right tran-
scended political ideology, and I am 
confident that future generations will 
study his legacy as we have studied the 
great leaders of the past. 

It is not difficult to find examples of 
Senator McCain’s integrity in a career 
marked by such moments. I know that 
I particularly admired his steadfast 
courage in opposing and working to 
eliminate torture by the United States 
of America. He, more so than most, 
knew what that legacy would mean to 
our country. He knew that, if we were 
torturing, our servicemen and women 
would be tortured. He was willing to 
stand up for what was right and en-
sured that we would live up to our 
promise as a nation. His unwavering 
voice on the issue served, as it has so 
many times, as our national con-
science, and we are all better for it. 

We had our brawls every once in a 
while, but it usually ended with a joke 
and a laugh and a commitment to work 
together on the next problem that our 
country faced. I will cherish the memo-
ries I have of working with Senator 
McCain on issues related to elimi-
nating earmarks, protecting children 
from human-trafficking, and providing 
the necessary resources to the men and 
women of the Armed Forces whom he 
loved and respected dearly. 

His wit, intellect, and humor were 
the hallmark of a man who cannot be 
replaced; however, it is my hope that 
we might use this sad occasion to unite 
together around the principles that he 
stood for. I join my voice to the thou-
sands that have spoken to his char-
acter as a colleague and as a friend and 
extend my most heartfelt sympathies 
to his family. I will miss him terribly, 
the Senate will miss him terribly, and 
our country will miss him terribly. 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to a true American 
hero, my friend and colleague Senator 
John McCain. 

To know John was to know a man 
who was fiercely devoted to his family, 
his constituents, and his country. My 
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and loved ones during this difficult 
time. 

As a nation, we all share in the sense 
of emptiness his passing has left be-
hind, but we also share a profound 
sense of gratitude for the life John 
lived and the legacy of service and un-
wavering commitment he has left us to 
cherish. 

Many Americans felt a personal con-
nection to John McCain. Our men and 
women in uniform always knew he was 
on their side; he was one of them. John 
understood better than anyone what it 
meant to send people into combat. So 
much of his work in the Senate was de-
voted to making sure our troops got 
the training, equipment, and pay that 
they deserved. 

Last year, I had the honor of trav-
eling with John on one of his final trips 
to the Middle East. I had the chance to 
see how deeply revered he was by ev-
eryone in uniform. They all knew the 
story—how John McCain, the war hero, 
spent nearly 6 years as a prisoner of 
war in North Vietnam; how, when of-
fered abrupt release less than a year 
after his Navy jet was shot out of the 
air, John McCain refused to be released 
while his brothers were still in cap-
tivity; how he was isolated, tortured, 
and beaten so badly that he carried the 
physical consequences of his loyalty to 
our country with him for the rest of his 
life; how he could have avoided it all 
but endured out of love and loyalty to 
his fellow servicemembers. 

Yeah, they knew the story and every 
single servicemember we saw treated 
John like a celebrity rockstar, and 
that is because he was. 

John was a deeply principled man. I 
had the honor of working with John 
closely in the fight to reinstate Glass 
Steagall, and boy, was it a fight. 
Throughout the entire battle, John 
would always tease me about pulling 
my weight in ‘‘getting this thing 
done,’’ as he would say. ‘‘Show some 
fight, girl,’’ ‘‘Don’t tell me you’re 
afraid. Get in there—throw some 
punches.’’ That was John’s approach in 
life: If you’re going to be in a fight, you 
had better give it your all. 

Don’t get me wrong: John and I dis-
agreed on many things and sometimes 
quite forcefully, but even when we dis-
agreed, I always respected that his 
heart was focused on doing what he 
thought was best for the American peo-
ple. I remember expressing to John my 
views on the most effective strategy in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, that there are 
simply some problems that cannot be 
solved through military action alone, 
we can’t simply fight our way to peace 
and we need to bring our troops home. 
Respectfully, John would disagree and 
proceed to energetically walk me 
through why he believed in the benefits 
of staying longer. 

Democrat or Republican, foreign 
leader or President of the United 

States, John McCain would go toe-to- 
toe with anyone to fight for what he 
thought was right. He applied these 
principles to his service to our country, 
in his commitment to the people of Ar-
izona, and his abiding love and defense 
of the American people. At a time 
when character and integrity are under 
siege, the entire Nation mourns the 
loss of a public servant who lived his 
life with courage and conviction. 

John ran the Armed Services Com-
mittee with an iron fist, but also with 
a respect for the importance of biparti-
sanship and a basic sense of fairness no 
one could ever ignore. If you came to 
the table, ready, prepared to work, 
John made sure you were heard. There 
were so many occasions where John 
would jump in while I was questioning 
a witness because he was listening and 
hear how my questions were being 
dodged and disregarded. His admonish-
ment to the witness was like a whip: 
‘‘If you can’t come up with better an-
swers what are you here for?’’ 

I count it a blessing to have had the 
honor to serve with Senator John 
McCain in the U.S. Senate. If there 
ever was a true American patriot, John 
McCain was that patriot. I will miss 
his strength, I will miss his maverick 
spirit, but most of all, I will miss his 
kindness. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, today 
I wish to join my colleagues in saying 
goodbye to our friend and mentor, 
John McCain. 

As our country and the world grieves 
for his loss, we remember him as he 
was: a father, husband, grandfather, a 
war hero, and a dedicated public serv-
ant who loved this country. 

We remember his extraordinary story 
and how the tragic and painful experi-
ences he endured gave him the uncom-
mon strength we all knew so well. 

Most of all, I remember John for his 
passion. He was a fearless advocate for 
American values and a champion of 
democratic ideals. 

When I was elected to serve the peo-
ple of Nebraska in this Chamber, I be-
came a member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. Serving on this 
committee has been an honor, but one 
of the greatest privileges it offered was 
the opportunity to work with John 
McCain. 

As a senior member and chairman, 
Senator McCain set the tone for the 
committee. We all benefited from his 
good instincts, his unfailing energy, his 
unwavering values, and, of course, his 
sense of humor. 

His leadership fostered an environ-
ment that led to bold reforms. He em-
braced and encouraged the heated de-
bates. But John knew how to unite the 
committee, how to compromise, and 
how to refocus members on our funda-
mental responsibility: providing for the 
defense of the Nation he loved so dear-
ly. 

As much as John was an inspiration 
to us, he was truly a global figure who 
took his message of liberty to some of 
the darkest regions of the globe. All 
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around the world, people had such re-
spect for John McCain. Traveling with 
him, I witnessed firsthand the weight 
and authority his words carried with 
foreign leaders. This strong global sup-
port reflects the effect he had on this 
world and the legacy he leaves behind. 

Last fall, Senator McCain addressed 
the brigade of midshipmen at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. He said: ‘‘My apprecia-
tion for those lessons and for the 
friendships I made here bring me back 
often. So does my gratitude for the life 
of adventure the Naval Academy pre-
pared me for, and for the privilege of 
being a bit player in the story of Amer-
ica that the Navy made possible.’’ 

John was not just a bit player in our 
Nation’s story. He was a man who 
served our country in war and peace 
with courage and honor. 

This weekend, John will return to 
Annapolis for a final time, but genera-
tions from now, Americans will still be 
inspired by his story, that of a hero 
committed to his nation and willing to 
live a life of service. 

He has carried our Nation’s highest 
ideals through the darkest of times, 
and he remains an enduring example of 
selfless dedication to country. 

I know I join so many of my col-
leagues here in the Senate in sending 
our love and prayers to Cindy and the 
rest of John’s family, who supported 
him every step of the way. 

John McCain will certainly be missed 
here in the U.S. Senate. 

Though he is no longer with us, his 
steadfast commitment to the ideals of 
our Nation will not be forgotten here, 
across the country, or around the 
globe. 

Thank you. 
f 

CONFIRMATION OF CHARLES 
BARNES GOODWIN 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I would 
like to congratulate Judge Charles 
Goodwin of Oklahoma City on his con-
firmation today as a U.S. district judge 
for the Western District of Oklahoma. 
Judge Goodwin most recently served 
the Western District as a magistrate 
judge, and he has done so admirably 
and faithfully since his appointment in 
2013. 

Judge Goodwin’s service on the Fed-
eral bench, combined with his career as 
a civil litigator before various Federal 
district courts, U.S. circuit courts of 
appeal, the U.S. Supreme Court, and as 
a Federal law clerk provides him with 
the experience, knowledge, and per-
spective necessary to take on his new 
role of Federal district court judge. 

Furthermore, Judge Goodwin has 
been a leader on Federal civil proce-
dure. He served as chair of the Western 
District’s Local Civil Rules Com-
mittee, and, while in private practice, 
he taught seminars and authored arti-
cles on civil procedure for the Okla-
homa Bar Association. Judge Goodwin 
is also active in his community, pro-
viding legal assistance to homeless vet-
erans and volunteering in support of 

the improvement of public education in 
Oklahoma. 

During the process of looking for ca-
pable, well-qualified candidates for the 
Western District, my office heard from 
many people in the Oklahoma legal 
community who worked with Judge 
Goodwin for many years and know him 
best. I think these colleagues and legal 
contemporaries speak better to the 
type of man and judge he is, and I 
would like to share some of their 
thoughts with you. 

Kevin Donelson, current president of 
the Oklahoma Bar Association, wrote, 
‘‘I have personally appeared before 
Magistrate Judge Goodwin on a num-
ber of matters. He has been judicious 
and courteous in all of the matters 
that I have appeared before him. The 
United States of America and the 
Western District of Oklahoma would 
[be] lucky to have Magistrate Judge 
Goodwin be a United States District 
Judge.’’ 

Seventeen former past presidents of 
the Oklahoma Bar Association wrote, 
‘‘Each of us knows Charles in person or 
by reputation and believes that he is 
highly qualified for this position. As a 
lawyer and a judge, Charles has always 
exhibited a high degree of ethical con-
duct, professionalism, competence, 
hard work, and, as a judge, exceptional 
judicial temperament. We are con-
fident he would make an outstanding 
District Judge . . .’’ Mr. Harry Wood, a 
supervisor and then colleague of Judge 
Goodwin’s at Crowe & Dunlevy, wrote, 
‘‘In all my dealings with him, I found 
him to be extremely capable, highly 
dependable, very hard-working, and 
well organized.’’ He went on to say, ‘‘I 
found him given to decency, honesty, 
integrity, even temper and good humor 
. . . I cannot think of anyone that has 
a higher level of character, integrity, 
and judicial temperament.’’ Mr. Daniel 
Webber, a former Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney and U.S. Attorney for the Western 
District, stated that Judge Goodwin as 
a litigator ‘‘had a strong reputation for 
being a diligent but ethical advocate. I 
have never heard his integrity or his 
temperament called into question.’’ 

Finally, I will leave you with some 
words from Chief Judge Joe Heaton of 
the U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Oklahoma. Judge Heaton 
wrote, ‘‘I have reviewed various indica-
tors of Judge Goodwin’s productivity, 
such as the number of reports and rec-
ommendations generated by him and 
the complexity of the matters assigned 
to him. I believe his productivity to be 
fully comparable with that of the other 
magistrate judges of this court.’’ Fur-
thermore, Judge Heaton states, ‘‘Based 
on his service here and his experience 
as a partner and practicing lawyer with 
one of Oklahoma’s largest law firms, I 
believe Judge Goodwin is plainly quali-
fied to be a U.S. District Judge.’’ 

Based on Judge Goodwin’s experi-
ence, expertise, and stature in the 
Oklahoma legal community, I have 
fully supported his nomination as a 
U.S. district judge for the Western Dis-

trict of Oklahoma and congratulate 
him on his well-deserved confirmation. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF LYNN A. 
JOHNSON 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today 
the Senate confirmed the nomination 
of Lynn Johnson to lead the Adminis-
tration for Children and Families. In 
less chaotic times, she would be run-
ning an office that few people outside 
of Washington would hear much about. 
In the coming months, however, she 
will be responsible for undoing a lot of 
the damage this administration has 
done with respect to separating immi-
grant children from their parents. 

There are a few key matters I want 
to discuss today as this debate closes. 

As the ranking Democrat on the Fi-
nance Committee, I voted against send-
ing Ms. Johnson’s nomination to the 
Senate floor. There were far too many 
unanswered questions and misleading 
statements from the administration re-
garding its family separation policy. 

In the last week, I spoke with Ms. 
Johnson at length about what she 
needs to accomplish if she is con-
firmed. She committed to me that she 
would change how the Administration 
for Children and Families, and particu-
larly the Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment, handle several key policies. I 
want to guarantee that those commit-
ments are laid out on the record. 

First, Ms. Johnson made several 
commitments to improve the treat-
ment of the kids in the custody of the 
Office of Refugee Resettlement or in 
facilities that receive grants from 
ORR. Those changes include prohib-
iting solitary confinement as a punish-
ment or an attempt to change behav-
ior; prohibiting arbitrary restraint 
policies; prohibiting the distribution of 
psychotropic medications or sedatives 
outside of emergency situations; unless 
the agency or facility has the in-
formed, written consent of a parent or 
guardian; prohibiting any security 
measures that are not necessary for 
children’s protection, such as denying 
children access to drinking water or 
preventing them from making private 
phone calls; and guaranteeing the con-
fidentiality of information disclosed by 
children to therapists and counselors 
during treatment. 

Ms. Johnson also committed to en-
suring that separated children can call 
their parents or legal guardians as fre-
quently as they wish. Calls can be mon-
itored if there are documented safety 
concerns, but otherwise, ORR and pri-
vate facilities cannot prevent kids 
from talking to their parents or guard-
ians. If the parent or guardian is in the 
custody of Homeland Security, the 
agencies must establish a way to con-
nect them by phone. 

Finally, Ms. Johnson committed to 
conducting a full review, within 90 
days, of the oversight, staffing, train-
ing, medication, and licensing policies 
for ORR-funded facilities. She will 
issue a report to Congress describing 
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